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DISCIPLINE AND IDEAS IN SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 
Name: ______________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

 

Grade:     _____      Section: ___________________ 

 

 

 

     QUARTER:  4TH        WEEK:   2     
 

➢ MELC(s): Evaluate the roles and significance of Filipinos’ indigenous social ideas to 
national development  

➢ Topic:  Roles and Significance of Filipino’s Indigenous Social Ideas to National 
Development. 

➢ Objectives:  

⚫ Identify the roles of Filipinos’ indigenous social ideas to national development 
(kapwa/shared identity; kagandahang-loob/shared humanity and familism)  

⚫ Explain Significance of Filipino philosophy to national development  

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION SHEET  
 

Filipino psychology (Sikolohiyang Pilipino) is the psychology born out of orientation, thought 

and experience of the Filipino people. These ideas and thoughts are based on the culture and 

language of the Filipinos. Dubbed as the father of Sikolohiyang Pilipino, Virgilio G. Enriquez, 

considered the following as the subject matter : kamalayan or consciousness, which includes both 

emotive and cognitive experience; ulirat or awareness of one ’ s immediate surroundings; isip , 

which refers to knowledge and understanding; kalooban which refers to emotions; diwa, which are 

habits and behavior; and kaluluwa or psyche, known as the soul of a people. 

THE ROLES OF FILIPINOS’ INDIGENOUS SOCIAL IDEAS TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

(Kapwa/ Shared identity; Kagandahang-loob/Shared humanity and Familism) 

Filipino social ideas can be link in the context mandated by the DepEd in its Core Values 

and I quote: “ We can learn from other nations and societies but at the heart of our own struggle 

Let Us Discover 
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as ne Filipino nation is our inherent Core Value of Kapwa Filipino and its substance Core Values 

of Maka-Diyos, Makabansa, Makatao, and Makakalikasan.  

Kapwa Filipino Core Values vs. Western Influences 

Virgilio Enriquez, a Filipino psychologist foresaw that the Filipino core value of Kapwa 

Filipino was threathened by Spreading Western influences, when he wrote: When ako starts 

thinking himself as separate from kapwa, the Filipino “self” becomes “individualized”. Thus, it 

denies the status of kapwa to the other.  

Enriquez (1978) believed that kapwa is the core concept in Filipino psychology. He defined 

kapwa as a recognition of shared identity, an inner self shared with others. He also clarified that 

the recognition starts with the self and not from others: The concept of having kapwa is due to the 

awareness of the shared identity and not because of the status given to him by others. The ako 

(ego) and the iba-sa akin (others) are the same in kapwa psychology: Hindi ako iba sa aking 

kapwa (I am no different from others) (Enriquez, 1978, p. 106).  

Kagandahang-loob, the linking sociopersonal value, influences a person to accommodate 

the needs and purposes of the society in general. If a person values kagandahang-loob, he or she 

values karangalan (dignity), katarungan (justice), and kalayaan (freedom), too. We find it difficult 

to accept these values because we have been looking at them from negative points of views. 

These perceptions do not represent Filipino behavior in terms of context, meaning and framework 

thus we do not appreciate Filipino values outrightly.  

For example, many critics look at Filipino conformity to traditional values as passive and 

lack of initiative traits even to the point that we are patient with long hours of brownouts and 

government inaction. These critics also consider the high premium we place on reciprocity as 

"scheming", concern for consensus as "lack of leadership", silence borne out of sensitivity to 

feelings of others as "concealed dishonesty", firmness and discipline as "authoritarianism", kinship 

loyalty as "nepotism" and so on.  

Moreover, critics also contend that some Filipino norms are primary sources of "ills” in our 

society and weakness in our national character such as:  

1. hiya (politeness, shame)  

2. pakikisama (cooperation)  

3. utang na loob (debt of gratitude)  

4. bahala na (responsibility)  
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5. maňana habit  

6. ningas cogon  

To rectify these errors in social transformation, the following initial steps are suggested by 

Jocano:  

First, we will restore our indigenous ideas instead of highlighting the superiority of Western 

models. Through this, we will realize our potentials as a people.  

Second, we will accept our traditional values more positively. There is nothing wrong with 

them, in spite of what critics say. Our views on our traditional values are wrong shaped by our 

colonial mentality and biases. Let us not forget that these values are the foundation of our inner 

strengths, ethical principles, moral fiber and cultural ideals as a nation.  

Third, we will assess the functions of our values more in terms of the logic and moral 

authority of our tradition.  

Fourth, we will concentrate on our academic and civic endeavors while reviving the inner 

strength of our culture instead of criticizing its weakness. This is not saying that the traditional 

system has no weakness. Self-criticisms in the past have never been helpful.  

And fifth, let us incorporate the positive features of our values in our textbooks and teaching 

strategies in schools, in managing our public and private organizations, in advertising our products, 

in writing stories and in producing programs for radio, television and the cinema.  

Let us focus our attention on familism. Critics say it is one of the sources of "corruption in 

society" and of "the weakness in Filipino character."  

Familism is deeply ingrained in Filipino minds and hearts. It is central to Filipino world view. 

We need to use familism as a mechanism of teamwork in contemporary organizations and must 

not be a way to favor family or kin if we are going to advance social transformation. Doing so is a 

violation of the original meaning of familism which is to protect the honor of the family. Doing so is 

not the right way to use the concept of familism; it is not only unethical but also immoral. At the 

organization, it must be used as a principle of mutual protection -- i.e., attending to the welfare of 

the workers and working for the interest of the company.  

From proverbs and poems: Courtesy, manliness, dignity or personal honor, prudence, self-

control, honesty, tolerance, belief in God, cooperation, and assistance in social life, humility, as to 



 
 

 GSC-CID-LRMS-ESSLM, v.r. 02.00, Effective April 21, 2021 

status, relative freedom and strong roles of women, and democratic appreciation of fundamental 

human rights.  

SIGNIFICANCE OF FILIPINO PHILOSOPHY TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

The national economy is composed of three sectors:  

1. primary sector—sources of raw materials: agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and mining;  

2. secondary sector— manufacturing and industrialization; and  

3. tertiary sector—services sector that supports the workforce and the facilities, among 

others.  

The philosophy teacher or the philosopher contributes essentially to the services sector. 

The country’s economy needs teachers and mentors who will lead the development of the mind 

and skills of the labor force. The philosophy teacher, in particular, is responsible for:  

a) broadening and enlightening the mind on the philosophical issues of life— moral, political, 

spiritual, etc.—so that the workforce can understand the nuances of life better, including life 

in the corporate world;  

b) engaging in the intellectual legacy which spells out contribution to the nation;  

c) providing ideas that may be useful in tackling one’s daily routine, thereby making life 

worth enduring or worth living 

 

 

 

 

A. Try This!  

 

Direction: Answer the following questions. Use a separate sheet for your answer.  

 

1. What is the difference when you describe a person as “ibang tao” or as “ibang tao”? How do 

you relate this to the concept of “kapwa”?  

 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Let Us Try 
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2. Do you agree that indigenous concept of “kapwa” leads to an understanding of one’s 

personhood? Why or why not?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
  

B. Elaborate!  

Direction: The following are the Filipino concepts, ideas and values that have been critiqued in 

the context of discussions of national identity and development:  

 
Guide Questions:  

1. As a Senior High School student, what is your role to strengthen and advocate the Filipinos’ 

indigenous social ideas, concepts and values in national development? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How important are these concepts, ideas and values in your humble contribution to the 

national development? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Let Us Do 
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Direction: Analyze the scenario or situation. Do you think it shows or apply the Filipinos’ 

indigenous social ideas? Evaluate why is it considered as the key to national development and 

answer the following questions. 

Scenario  

Just this October 2020, typhoon Rolly had been victimized the Philippine Area of 

Responsibility specifically the provinces of Albay, Bicol, and Leyte. Filipinos residing in this place 

were affected of too much flashfloods, strong winds and heavy rains. Due to this scenario, Filipino 

resiliency is manifested. The spirit of volunteerism of people helping one another in times of need. 

Some call it bayanihan while others call it pakikipagkapwa and kagandahang-loob. 

Questions:  

1. What is the importance of Filipinos’ indigenous concepts and ideas during these times of need? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you agree that Filipinos’ indigenous concepts and ideas mentioned in the scenario can 

lead to national development? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let Us Apply 

Rubrics 
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