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Introductory Message 
 

This Self-Learning Module (SLM) is prepared so that you, our dear learners, can continue 

your studies and learn while at home. Activities, questions, directions, exercises, and 

discussions are carefully stated for you to understand each lesson. 

 

Each SLM is composed of different parts. Each part shall guide you step-by-step as you 

discover and understand the lesson prepared for you. 

 

Pre-test are provided to measure your prior knowledge on lessons in each SLM.  This will 

tell you if you need to proceed on completing this module, or if you need to ask your 

facilitator or your teacher’s assistance for better understanding of the lesson. At the end 

of each module, you need to answer the post-test to self-check your learning. Answer keys 

are provided for each activity and test. We trust that you will be honest in using these. 

 

In addition to the material in the main text, Notes to the Teachers are also provided to the 

facilitators and parents for strategies and reminders on how they can best help you on 

your home-based learning. 

 

Please use this module with care. Do not put unnecessary marks on any part of this SLM. 

Use a separate sheet of paper in answering the exercises and tests.  Read the instructions 

carefully before performing each task. 

 

If you have any questions in using this SLM or any difficulty in answering the tasks in this 

module, do not hesitate to consult your teacher or facilitator. 

 

Thank you. 
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What I Need to Know 
 

 
 

Introduction 

Hi there! Welcome to another learning experience that you will surely enjoy. I 

am sure that you had a great time studying your previous lesson. In this module, 

you will learn about how to use modal auxiliary verbs appropriately as well as their 

structures and their usages. 

 
 

Most Essential Learning Competency 

 
Use modals appropriately. 

 

 

By the end of this module, you should be able to do the following: 

1. list the common modal verbs and identify what concept each 

expresses; 

2. describe how modal verbs are used correctly and how important are 

they in conveying a message; 

3. use modal verbs appropriately to express ability, possibility, advice, 

obligation, permission, intention and request; and 

4. create sentences with modal verbs to express a particular purpose. 
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What I Know 
 

 

 

 

 

Test A 

Directions: Underline the correct modal inside the parenthesis to complete the 

sentence. Write your answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 
1. I thought I (may, might) visit Cape Town. 

2. My friend (may, might) see me in Uganda one of these days. 

3. He is amazing, he (can, could) dance Shaku-shaku, a famous dance in 

Nigeria. 

4. She (can, could) speak Khoe–Kwadi language when she was in Namibia 

five years ago. 

5. If you were in Ghana, you (shall, should) not use your left hand when you 

give anything to anyone. 

Test B 

Directions: Tell the concept of each modal expressed in the following sentences. 

Choose your answer from the word pool. Write your answer on a 

separate sheet of paper. 

 

a. offer b. ability c. request d. permission 
e. invitation f. possibility g. suggestion h. obligation 

i. intention    

 

6. I can speak Swahili. 

7. They must arrive in Ghana before the sun sets. 

8. Would you like to try rooibos tea from Zimbabwe? 

9. I will visit the beautiful sceneries in Africa next week. 

10. I will buy your favorite xylophone called Sosso bala in Guinea. 

11. Can I take a look at the portrait of the African Renaissance Monument? 

12. I think you may try playing Mancala with me when we arrive in Kenya. 

13. Arman could cook Chakalaka, a traditional African relish, when he was 

nine years old. 

14. African children who don’t take enough food may suffer from 

micronutrient deficiency. 

15. Amaka will arrive at the Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport 

tomorrow morning. 
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What’s In 
 
 

 

 

In your previous lesson about writing a bibliography, you learned about the 

importance of using appropriate verbs. You use verbs in citing sources such that of 

find, conclude, explain and others, for example: Cruz (2019) concluded that the 

study is more effective if videos are present. The verb concluded is called main verb 

or action verb. 

Sentences need at least one main verb and an auxiliary verb or helping verb 

to form a complete thought. Some examples of auxiliary verbs are: can, will, shall, 

may, must, could, should, would, and might. These are called modal verbs. 

What are modal verbs? When and how do you use them? You will find out 

more on this as you go through this module. 
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What’s New 
 
 

 

Activity 1: I Can List and Tell 

 
Directions: List down five (5) modal verbs you knew and tell what concept or 

meaning it expresses. The first one is done for you as an example. Write 

your answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

Modals Chart 
 

Modal Verb Concept/Meaning 

can Ability 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

 
 

What is It 

 

 
Activity 2: I Will Tell You What’s the Worth 

 
Directions: Answer the following questions. Write your answer on a separate sheet 

of paper. 
 

1. Where do you place modals in a sentence? 
 

 

 

2. Why are modals important in communicating with others? 
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What are modals? 

Modals are helping verbs that are used only with a main verb to help express 

its mood such that of possibility, ability, permission, obligation, request and others. 

 

How do we use modals? 

• Modal verbs are followed by the base form of the verb. 

 

I will wash my hands. 

 

You should stay at home. 

 
 

• Modal verbs do not inflect. They do not take an “s” in singular or “d” 

and “ed” or “ing” to change their tenses. 

 
It can protect you from the virus. (correct sentence) 

It can protects you from the virus. (incorrect sentence) 
It can protected you from the virus. (incorrect sentence) 
It can protecting you from the virus. (incorrect sentence) 

 

• There is no “do/does” in the question. 
 

Would you like to come with me? (correct sentence) 

Do you would like to come with me? (incorrect sentence) 
 

• There is no “don’t/doesn’t” in the negative. 
 

They can’t be happy for me. (correct sentence) 
They don’t can be happy for me. (incorrect sentence) 

 

• They use “not” in the negative form. 
 

She could not come today. (correct sentence) 
Amalia will not attend the class. (correct sentence) 

 
 

What do they express? 

The following chart demonstrates the uses of modal verbs. 
 

Modal Meaning Examples 

can -It indicates that 

the subject is able 
to do something. 

a. Lani can write Haiku very well. 
b. I can help you finish that song. 

c. That boy can speak ten languages. 

It expresses 
possibility. 

a. Can I borrow your book? 
b. Can she come with us? 

c. Can you spend a little time with me? 
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could -It expresses an 
ability in the past. 

a. I could dance tango when I was young. 
b. She could fly via Cebu if she leaves the 

day before. 
c. Ada could not help her friend with their 

assignment yesterday. 

-It expresses polite 

request. 

a. Could I borrow your glasses? 
b. Could you help me with this project? 

c. Could you please lessen the sound of 
your radio? 

will -It expressess 
future 
intention/promise. 

a. Alvin will call you next week. 
b. Your Mom will pick you up at seven. 

c. I will send you the pictures I took last 
night. 

-It expresses 
invitation/offer. 

a. Will you join us at the party? 
b. Will you take this gift from him? 

c. Will you please help me lift this box? 

would -It introduces 
habitual past 

actions. 

a. I knew it would rain, so I brought my 
coat. 

b. Even she was young, she knew she 
would succeed. 

c. The baby would cry everytime she 
heard her father’s voice. 

-It expresses desire 

or polite request. 

a. I would like to live here. 
b. Would you bring that basket to me? 

c. What I would like is enough time to 
sleep. 

shall -It expresses 
invitation/suggesti 
on. 

a. Shall I call the police? 
b. Shall we meet at nine? 

c. Shall we start the meeting? 

 

-It expresses 

obligation in a 

formal situation. 

a. Students shall not enter this room. 
b. The workers shall not receive salary 

without rendering services. 

c. The students shall devote their time 
and effort to improve their performance. 

should -It offers advice or 

opinion. 

a. You should go to the doctor. 
b. You really should start eating healthy 

foods. 
c. Children who have poor eating habits 

should take some vitamins. 

may - It indicates 
possibility or 

doubtful intention. 

a. She may be home late. 
b. I may skip dinner tomorrow. 

c. They may ask you a lot of questions. 

- It indicates 
permission. 

a. May I sit beside you? 
b. You may start answering the test. 
c. May I have the last slice of the cake? 
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might -It expresses 
uncertain 
possibility in the 
past. 

a. Bart said that he might come. 
b. I heard she might not stay here this 

weekend. 
c. I thought I might finish reading this 

book before you read it. 

-It expresses polite 

request. 

a. Might I borrow your pen? 
b. Might I ask one more question 
c. You might try calling her again. 

must -It expresses 
necessity/ 

obligation. 

a. I must pay my bills now. 
b. You must go to sleep now. 
c. All students must wear face mask. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

What’s More 
 
 

 
 

Activity 3. I Could Get the Gist 

Directions: Rewrite the following sentences using modals so that they have the 
same meaning. The first one is done for you as an example. Write your 
answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

Sentence: Politely request your friend to bring the medicine. 
Answer: Could you bring the medicine? 

 

1. Ask for permission to get a quarantine pass next week. Use a polite question. 
 

 

2. Advise your friend to wash his hands very often. 
 

 

3. You are forbidden to stay outside. 
 

 

4. Tell Arman that it is necessary for him to wear face mask inside. 
 

5. Explain that when you were outside the country, you were allowed to travel 
anywhere. 
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What I Have Learned 
 
 

 

Activity 4: I Should See the Sign 

Directions: Look at each sign below and tell me what it means. Elaborate your 
answers by completing the sentences with appropriate modals. Use the 
given concept to guide you. The first one is done for you as an example. 
Write your answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

Sign Sentence 
 

 

(obligation) 
 

You must sneeze in your bent elbow. 

  

(obligation) 

 

1. You . 

 

 

 

(advise) 

 

2. You . 

 

 

 

(polite request) 

 

3. you . 

 

 

(necessity) 
 

4. You . 

 

 

 

(inability) 

 
5. You . 
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What I Can Do 
 
 

 

 

Activity 5. What Would I Say If…? 

 
 

Directions: Think about these situations and formulate sentences using modals. The 

first one is done for you as an example. Write your answer on a separate 

sheet of paper. 

Situation: You want to make a promise to a frontliner who saved your friends. 

Answer: I will treat you to a body massage. 

 
 

1. You are the President of your class and are tasked to make two classroom 

rules on social distancing. 

 
 

 

2. You are planning to shoot a vlog with your teenage friends about sharing two 

skills you can learn while you quarantine at home. 

 
 

 

3. You were asked by your mother to give an advice to your younger 

sister/brother about proper hygiene. 
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Assessment 
 
 

 

Test A. 

Directions: Identify the type of modal expressed in each sentence. Match column A 

to Column B. Write your answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

Column A Column B 

1. I can distribute the medicine. a. ability 
b. advice 

c. request 
e. intention 

f. suggestion 
permission 

g. possibility 

i. obligation/necessity 

2. I will wash my hands everyday. 

3. Would you mind if I take off my mask? 

4.You should see a doctor if you were still unwell. 

5.I must follow the quarantine protocols. 

6.The virus may continue to rage. 

7.That would be the best vaccine. 

8.We must follow the DOH protocols. 

9.The threatening illness can take many lives. 

10. Can you give us enough assistance? 

 
Test B. 

Directions: Rewrite the following sentences to make each more polite and formal. 

Use modals appropriately. Write your answer on a separate sheet of 

paper. 

1. I will be there. 
 

 

2. Stay at home! 
 

 

3. Stop coughing! 
 

 

4. I can get it fast. 
 

 

5. Do you want me to get the key? 
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Additional Activity 
 
 

 

Activity 6: I Must Share and Care 

Directions: You are planning to organize a team of the “Hands Who Care Club”. This 

club should be composed of teens like you, who are willing to help your barangay 

through posting encouraging messages for the frontliners on social media. To 

organize your team, you are then to post an advertisement describing who can be 

the suitable candidates of this team. You have to include the following details in your 

advertisement. Make sure to use modals appropriately. Write your answer on a 

separate sheet of paper. 

1. Two things a candidate can do. 
 

 

2. Two things a candidate should be able to do. 
 

 

3. Three things a candidate has to do in order to be part of the team. 
 

 

 

Advertisement Rubrics: 
 

Features 1 2 3 4 Score 

Quality of 

Writing 

• Piece was 

written in an 

extraordinary 

style and 

voice 

• Very 

informative 

and well 

organized 

• Piece was 

written in 

an 

interesting 

style and 

voice 

• Somewhat 

informative 

and 

organized 

• Piece had 

little style or 

voice 

• Give some 

more 

information 

but poorly 

organized 

• Piece had 

no style or 

voice 

• Gives no 

information 

and very 

poorly 

organized 

 

Grammar 

Usage & 

Mechanics 

• Virtually no 

spelling, 

punctuation 

or 

grammatical 

errors 

• Few 

spellings, 

and 

punctuation 

errors, 

minor 

grammatical 

errors 

• A number of 

spelling, 

punction or 

grammatical 

errors 

So many 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and 

grammatical 

errors that 

interferes 

within the 

meaning 
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Answer Key 
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DISCLAIMER 

This Self-learning Module (SLM) was developed by DepEd SOCCSKARGEN with the 

primary objective of preparing for and addressing the new normal. Contents of this 

module were based on DepEd’s Most Essential Learning Competencies (MELC). This 

is a supplementary material to be used by all learners of Region XII in all public 

schools beginning SY 2020-2021. The process of LR development was observed in 

the production of this module. This is version 1.0. we highly encourage feedback, 

comments, and recommendations. 
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