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Introductory Message 
 

 

This Self-Learning Module (SML) is prepared so that, our dear learners, can continue 

your studies and learning while at home. Activities, questions, directions, exercises, 

and discussions are carefully stated for you to understand each question. 

 
Each SML is composed of different parts. Each part shall guide you step by step as 

you discover and understand the lesson prepared for you. 

 

Pre-test are provided to measure your prior knowledge on lessons in each SLM. This 

will tell you if you need to proceed on completing the module, or if you need to ask 

your facilitator or your teacher’s assistance for better understanding of the lesson. At 

the end of each module, you need to answer the post-test to self-check your learning. 

Answer keys for each activity and test. We trust that you will be honest in using these. 

 

In addition to the material in the main text, Notes to the teachers are also provided to 

the facilitator and parents for strategies and reminders on how they can best help you 

on your home- based learning. 

 

Please use this module with care. Do not put unnecessary marks on any part of the 

SLM. Use separate sheet of paper in answering the exercise and tests. Read the 

instructions carefully before performing each task. 

 

If you have any questions in using this SLM or any difficulty in answering the task in 

this module, do not hesitate to consult your teacher or facilitator. 

 
Thank you. 

 



What I Need to Know 

Introduction 

A deeper understanding of a text happens when we relate it to other 

texts, our own experiences and to the larger world that we live in. More so, 

comprehension smoothly follows when we make connections with what we are 

reading. 

 
One way of gaining insights during reading is when we think about how the 

information we read connects to other familiar texts. Sometimes, we are reminded of 

other books written by the same authors, stories from a similar genre or perhaps 

narratives of the same topic. 

 
In this module, you will learn how to consider a variety of texts you have 

experienced which will help you understand a new selection. You may then use this 

knowledge to proceed to the next module and find your own personal connections 

and become independent readers who are beyond decoding instructions. 

 

Most Essential Learning Competency 

Make connections between texts to particular social issues, concerns, or 

dispositions in real life. 

 
After going through this module, you are expected to: 

 
1. point out connections between text and self; 

2. give particular issue, concern or disposition connecting two texts; and 

3. illustrate connections between two texts through a diagram. 

          What I Know 

Directions: Read and answer each question. Write your answer on a separate sheet 

of paper. 

 
Finding out connections that makes sense may depend on many factors. Try 

answering it to check your knowledge about the lesson. 

Test 1. Identify whether the following comprehension questions ask about 

connection between text-to-text or text-to-self. Write TT for Text-to-Text or 

TS for Textto-Self. Use a separate sheet of paper. 

   1. How is this text similar to other things I‘ve read? 

  2. Have I changed my thinking after reading the text? 

  3. Have I read about something like this before? 

  4. How did I use my senses to recall experiences? 

  5. What are my feelings when I read the text? 



 

Test II. Identify what connections are made on the given situations. Write the letter 

of the correct answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

 

  1. While reading, Anthony notices that the main character in the story is 

tough, just like the main character in the book he read yesterday. What 

kind of connection did Anthony show? 

  2. My dad and I were solving math puzzles. My dad loves math and is very 

quick at it. I am a little scared of numbers, but with my dad by my side, I 

was having fun! 

Connection response: That reminds me of a time I read a story about 

numbers fighting with each other. 

         3. Eddie is reading a book where a character visits a loved one in the hospital. 

It reminds Eddie of a time when he visited his grandmother in the hospital. 

What connection did Eddie make? 

          4. Marshall is reading a book and notices that the main character's aunt is 

very similar to his Aunt Maria. What connection was made by Marshall? 

  5. It was a hot summer's day and there was no breeze. Linda wanted to open 

the window, but it was stuck. Instead, she went outside. Connection 

response: That reminds me of the time we brought home a turtle! 

         6. Carly is reading a non-fiction book about the Civil War. She thinks that the 

author of the book would disagree with a point another author made about 

the Civil War. What connection did Carly create? 
 

   7. Liz was homesick one day and she was bored of lying on her bed. She sat 

up 

and looked out of the window. Spring was just beginning, and yellow 

flowers were growing in the field outside. Connection response: That 

reminds me of a story that I heard on the news about the Carlsbad Flower 

Fields. 
 

         8. Ben is reading a book about Hispanic culture. It reminds him of his friend, 

Robby, and the food his family makes. Which type of connection did Ben 

show? 
 

          9. Gary is reading a book about rockets. He thinks that something he read 

contradicts a fact he saw in another book, so he makes a note to look it up 

when he gets home. Gary is making a . 
 

  10. Bonnie was eating mac and cheese for lunch. It was her favorite meal. She 

liked eating chicken nuggets but not as much. 

Connection response: That reminds me of the time I read about how chicken 

is good for you. 

a. Text-to-text b. Text-to-self 



 

What’s In 
 

 

 

In the previous lesson, you have employed the use of appropriate 

communicative styles for various situations. You have identified the types of speech 

styles namely intimate, casual, consultative, formal and frozen. 

 

This time, to see if you are ready for the next lesson, do the next activity to 

review your knowledge on the prior topic. 

 

Activity : Look who’s talking! 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the correct speech style described in every 

sentence. Choose your answers on the box. Write your answer on a 

separate sheet of paper. 

 

 
 

 

 

  1. This refers to a private language used within the family and with very 

close friends. (e.g. terms of endearment– honey, sweet, babe, love) 

  2. It is a speech style used among friends and acquaintances in 

informal situations; two features: a) omission of words in utterances, 

and b) use of slang. (e.g. gay language, street, and vulgar words) 

  3. It happens in semi-formal situations where a certain transaction 

happens. Professional or mutually acceptable language is used. 

(e.g. doctor and patient, teacher, and student, etc.) 

  4. This style is used in extended one-way communication, in formal 

situations. (e.g. formal speeches, SONA, priest‘s sermon) 

  5. It is applied in very formal settings such as rituals, church rites, and 

ceremonies. Features frozen language that remains unchanged. (e.g. 

stock expressions– I now pronounce you man and wife; I, solemnly 

swear… so help me God). 

a. Casual b. Formal c. Conversational d. Frozen e. Intimate 



What’s New 

 
Activity 1: QUOTE-nnections! 

 

Directions: Below are some lines taken from the poem, ―Desiderata‖ by Max 

Ehrmann. Choose which of the given quotes in the box show 

connections with each of the identified lines. The first one is done for 

you. Write your answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

QUOTE BANK 

A. ―Give others the 

respect that we would 

expect for ourselves. 

C. ―Be guided by the 

wisdom that mankind 

has manifested over the 

ages.‖ 

E. ―Stay true to yourself. 

Be your own biggest critic 

and your own biggest 

fan.‖ 

B. ―Look for the brighter 

side of life. There is a lot 

to be grateful for.‖ 

D. ―Keep calm and cool 

off.‖ 

F. ―Be on guard and 

keep your counsel a 

secret.‖ 

 
  D Go placidly amid the noise and haste, 

And remember what peace there may be in silence. 

 
1. And listen to others, 

Even the dull and ignorant, they, too have their own story. 

 
2. If you compare yourself with others, You may become bitter or vain. 

For always, there will be greater and lesser persons that yourself. 

 
3. Exercise caution in your business affairs, For the world is full of trickery. 

 

4. Take kindly the counsel of the years, 

Gracefully surrendering the things of youth. 
 

5. Be cheerful, 

Strive to be happy. 



Activity 2. LINK UP! 
Directions: Read the following excerpts from ―Sonnet 43‖ by Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning and ―A Red, Red Rose‖ by Robert Burns. Answer the given 

questions below. Write your answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

Sonnet 43: How do I love Thee? 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

 
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 

I love thee to the depth and breadth and 

height My soul can reach, when feeling out of 

sight For the ends of being and ideal grace. 

 

 
A Red, Red Rose 

Robert Burns 

 
 

So fair art thou, my bonnie lass, So deep in love am 

I; And I will love thee still, my dear, Till a‘ the seas 

gang dry. 
 

Question:  
What similarities have you observed between the two excerpts? 

 

 

 

What is It 
 

 
 

Making connections is a critical reading comprehension strategy that helps 

students make meaning of what they are reading. When students make connections 

to the texts that they are reading, it helps them to make sense of what they read, 

retain the information better, and engage more with the text itself. Students can 

make connections between the text and another text; the text and themselves and 

the text and the world around them. 

 

 
A. Text-to-Text Connections 

 
• These connections are made when a student can connect what they are 

reading to other books that they have read or songs they have listened to 

before. 



• They may make connections that show how the books share the same author, 

have similar characters, events, or settings, are of the same genre, or are on 

the same topic. A solid text-to-text connection occurs when students can 

apply what they‘ve read from one text to another text. 

 
You may use the following prompts as your guide in making text-to text connections: 

• What does this remind me of in another book I‘ve read? 

• How is this text similar to other things I‘ve read? 

• How is this different from other books I‘ve read? 

• Have I read about something like this before? 

 
 

Here are the sample introductory lines in stating text to text connections: 

1. This part of the book is like… 

2. The pictures make me think of… 

3. The cover reminds me of… 

4. I have read another book… 

 
How to make INSIGHTFUL CONNECTIONS? 

1. Don‘t settle for shallow judgment. 

2. Peel the ―layers‖ of the text 

o Layer One includes fact-based, knowledge, comprehension level questions 

(Who, What, When, Where questions). 

o This requires you to recall information given in the text and answers are 

found in the text or other available sources. o Layer Two requires analysis, 

synthesis, and evaluation questions. 

o The Reader has to put together information from different parts of the text 

to answer questions. o You can‘t find the answers by recalling one specific 

passage. 

o Layer Three requires you to apply knowledge gained from the text to new 

situations. 

o The reader has to put together information from the text and information 

from his own thinking to answer the questions. 

o  ―Why,‖ ―How,‖ and ―What do you think‖ questions lead to discussions of 

other issues and concepts related to the text. 

Why Make Text-to-Text Connections? 

❖ To be better readers and writers. Developing these skills will help you in 

not just your English classes but your other classes as well. 

❖ To develop writing skills that can be used in the workforce. These 

reading and writing skills can continue to grow and be challenged by making 

connections between texts. 



❖ To help with your comprehension. You will have to not just read the 

material but evaluate it. This will help you become familiar with the writing 

and discuss its importance more clearly. 

❖ To lead you to a more critical thinking and analysis. When you read a 

story to connect it to another, you will have to ask yourself questions and 

find these answers. You will have to learn more about the literary elements 

of the story and how to discuss them correctly. 

B. TEXT-TO-SELF CONNECTION 

❖ It is a highly personal connection that a reader makes between a piece of 

reading material and the reader‘s own experiences or life. 

❖ It is an active reading strategy which is used to promote critical reading skills. 

❖ It involves previewing texts and making connections in order to construct 

meaning. 

❖ It focuses on the students‘ prior knowledge and experiences. 

 
Focusing on text-to-self connections, here are some examples of good questions 

that enhance understanding: 

❖ What does the story remind you of? 

❖ Can you relate with the characters in the story? 

❖ Do you relate to a certain event in the story? 

❖ Does anything on this story remind you of anything in your own life? 

❖ How did you use your senses to recall experiences? 

❖ What are your feelings when you read the text? 

❖ Have you changed your thinking after reading the text? ❖ What have you 

learned? 

 
Why Make Text-to-Self Connection? 

❖ Helps you deepen your learning by appreciating the ways in which knowledge 

is interrelated and multifaceted. 

❖ Increases your ability to retain and retrieve information. 

❖ Helps you engage emotionally with the text. 

❖ Creates a clearer picture in your head of the text read. 

❖ Enhances conception of story details and understanding of character motives. 

❖ Forces you to become active readers. 

❖ Keeps you focused. 

 
Here are the sample introductory lines in stating text to text connections: 

1. This reminds me of… 

2. I understand how the character feels because… 

3. The setting makes me think about another place… 

4. I experience this myself… 



What’s More 

 
Activity 1: Connect-Thing! 

 

Directions: Read the poem and accomplish the activity below. Write your answer on 

a separate sheet. 

PSALM OF LIFE 

Henry Wordsworth Longfellow 

In the world‘s broad field of battle, 
 

Tell me not, in mournful numbers, 

Life is but an empty dream! 

 
For the soul is dead that slumbers, And 
things are not what they seem. 

Life is real! Life is earnest! 

And the grave is not its goal; 

Dust thou art, to dust returnest, 

Was not spoken of the soul. 

 
Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 

Is our destined end or way; 

But to act, that each to-morrow 

Find us farther than to-day. 

Art is long, and Time is fleeting, 

And our hearts, though stout and 

brave, 

Still, like muffled drums, are beating 

Funeral marches to the grave. 

In the bivouac of Life, 

 
 

Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 

Be a hero in the strife! 

 
Trust no Future, howe‘er p leasant! 

Let the dead Past bury its dead! 

Act,— act in the living Present! 

 
Heart within, and God o‘erhead! 

 
Lives of great men all remind us 

We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time; 

 
Footprints, that perhaps another, 

Sailing o‘er life‘s solemn main, 

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

Seeing, shall take heart again. 

 
Let us, then, be up and doing, 

With a heart for any fate; 

Still achieving, still pursuing, Learn 

to labor and to wait. 

How do the ideas in the given text relate to your real-life experience? Complete the 

following statements in the 
paragraph. 

 

What I just read reminds me of 1. (your experience) because 

2. . Some of the ideas in the text are different 

3 . because my experience about 4. . 



 
 
 

Activity 2: Match-made in LINKS! 

Directions: Go back to the poem, ―Psalm of Life‖ by Henry Wordsworth Longfellow 

in the previous page. Illustrate your answers on Activity 4 using the 

Venn Diagram to show connections. 

 
 



 
 

 

 

What I Have Learned 

Activity. Get Connected! 
Directions: Use the questions below to help you think about the relationships 

and connections between two or more texts of any kind. 

 
CHALLENGE: Think of ANY text/song/poem/book which you think has 

a CONNECTION or RELATIONSHIP with each other. 

 
Content: In your own words, what is each text saying? 

 
 
 

What I Can Do 

 
Activity. Connecting Flight, BOOKED! 

 
Directions: Read the summary of the book below and show connections to your 

previous readings by answering the given questions. 

 
1. Nerdy Birdy by Aaron Reynolds 

 

 
Nerdy Birdy is ashamed that he isn‘t like the popular birds. 

He knows he‘s different, and it makes him feel lonely. Everything 

changes when Nerdy Birdy meets and becomes friends with other 

birds just like him. Eventually, Nerdy Birdy embraces his 

differences and welcomes another nerdy friend into their group. 

 
Can you think of another story about friendship? 

 
 

 

 



Assessment 

 
Directions: Read each and answer each item. Write your answer on a 

separate sheet of paper. 
 

Test I. 

 
Direction: Identify each statement whether true or false. 

 
1. Making connections includes Text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world. 

2. Text-to-self connection is for passive readers. 

3. Connecting text to the reader‘s experiences creates confusion. 

4. The more the readers relate to what they read, the more the information is 

retained. 

5. Critical thinkers study the text in isolation. 

6. Text-to-text connections require fact-based knowledge using comprehension 

questions. 

7. Recalling one specific passage may answer evaluation questions in making 

connections. 

8. Text-to-text connections may include comparing two connections in different 

stories. 

9. Interpreting a story and connecting it to another makes a reader more proficient 

in critical thinking and reading abilities. 

 
Test II. 

Directions: Below are summaries of two books for you to read. Figure out how they are 

connected with each other by answering the questions that follow. 

 
Story 1. Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco 

“Thank You, Mr. Falker” tells the story of a 

little girl whose life is changed due to a wonderful 

teacher. Trisha can‘t wait to learn how to read! She 

loves listening to her mother and brother read stories 

to her and is so excited about when she will be able to 

share the stories as well. But as she grows older and 

enters each new grade, the words and numbers never 

seem to make any sense to her. It isn‘t until the 5th 

grade, when young Trisha meets Mr. Falker. Through 

him, she is given the extra help and understanding she 

so desperately needs. Trisha‘s life was changed forever 

by the care and understanding from Mr. Falker who is 

a proof that a good teacher can change a child‘s life 

forever. 

 
Story 2. More Than Anything Else by Marie Bradby 



―More Than Anything Else‖ is an inspiring story of 

a young boy's compelling desire to read. Booker must 

spend his days working in the salt mines with his 

father and brother. When he sees an African- 

American man reading the newspaper for people, he 

wants nothing more than to be him. His mom 

eventually is able to get him a book and by candlelight, 

he copies the letters. Eventually he finds the man who 

read the newspaper. Then, he begins to teach him the 

sounds associated with the letters and how to write his 

name. 
 

Question: 

How are the books related? Cite specific lines and the details that support your answer. 
 

 

 

 

Test III. 

 
Direction: Read the following stanza from the poem entitled ‗Psalm of Life‖ by Henry 

Wordsworth Longfellow and answer the questions below. 

 
―Life is real! Life is earnest! 

And the grave is not its goal; 

Dust thou art, to dust returnest, Was 

not spoken of the soul.‖ 

 
A. 

1. What is the theme of the lines in the poem? 

A. Being a hero in this life‘s battle really counts 

B. Considering an ideal life with enjoyment and sorrow in a balanced way. 

C. Establishing positive attitude towards life and emphasizing true value of life. 

D. Following our heart and keeping faith towards God lead to a sound mind and 

soul. 

 
2. Which of the following experiences can be related to this stanza? 

A. The best of life‘s interest 

B. The desire to provoke life‘s mystery 

C. The refusal of taking life‘s consequences and the will of surviving for it. 

D. The reality of life is made up of something great and profound than a mere 

ordinary hustle-bustle routine of life. 



Additional Activity 
 

 

 

Activity. Movie Links. 

Directions: From the famous story of ―Cinderella‖, what 

other  poem/book/song/other movies can you remember? 

 

 

 
Rubrics for checking open-ended questions: 

 
 

 (3 points) (5 points) (7 points) (10 points) 

Content & 

Relevance 

Unsatisfactory Needs 

Improvement 

Satisfactory Outstanding 

 - Content 

is incomplete. 

- Major 

points 

are not 

clear. -Specific 

examples are 

not used. 

- Content is not 

comprehensive 

and /or 

persuasive. - 

Major points are 

addressed,  but 

not well 

supported. - 

Responses are 

inadequate or do 

not address 

topic. -Specific 

examples do not 

support topic. 

- Content is 

accurate and 

persuasive. 

- Major 
points are 
stated. 

- Responses 

are adequate 

and 

address topic. 

- Content 

is clear. - 

Specific 

examples are 

used. 

-Content is 
comprehensive, 
accurate, and 
persuasive. - Major 
points are stated 
clearly and are well- 
supported. - 
Responses are 
excellent, timely and 
address topic. - 
Content is clear. 

-Specific examples are 
used. 
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This Self-learning Module (SLM) was developed by DepEd SOCCSKARGEN with the 

primary objective of preparing for and addressing the new normal. Contents of this 

module were based on DepEd‘s Most Essential Learning Competencies (MELC). This 

is a supplementary material to be used by all learners of Region XII in all public 

schools beginning SY 2020-2021. The process of LR development was observed in 

the production of this module. This is version 1.0. we highly encourage feedback, 

comments, and recommendations. 
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