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Introductory Message 

For the facilitator: 

Welcome to the Understanding Culture, Society and Politics  Self-Learning Module 

(SLM) on Emerging Challenges in Contemporary Societies! 

This module was collaboratively designed, developed and reviewed by educators 

both from public and private institutions to assist you, the teacher or facilitator in 

helping the learners meet the standards set by the K to 12 Curriculum while 

overcoming their personal, social, and economic constraints in schooling.  

This learning resource hopes to engage the learners into guided and independent 

learning activities at their own pace and time. Furthermore, this also aims to help 

learners acquire the needed 21st century skills while taking into consideration 

their needs and circumstances. 

In addition to the material in the main text, you will also see this box in the body of 

the module: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a facilitator you are expected to orient the learners on how to use this module. 

You also need to keep track of the learners' progress while allowing them to 

manage their own learning. Furthermore, you are expected to encourage and assist 

the learners as they do the tasks included in the module.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to the Teacher 

This contains helpful tips or strategies 

that will help you in guiding the learners. 
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For the learner: 

Welcome to the Understanding Culture, Society and Politics Self-Learning Module 

(SLM) on Emerging Challenges in Contemporary Societies! 

The hand is one of the most symbolized part of the human body. It is often used to 

depict skill, action and purpose. Through our hands we may learn, create and 

accomplish. Hence, the hand in this learning resource signifies that you as a 

learner is capable and empowered to successfully achieve the relevant 

competencies and skills at your own pace and time. Your academic success lies in 

your own hands! 

This module was designed to provide you with fun and meaningful opportunities 

for guided and independent learning at your own pace and time. You will be 

enabled to process the contents of the learning resource while being an active 

learner. 

This module has the following parts and corresponding icons: 

 
What I Need to Know  

 

This will give you an idea of the skills or 

competencies you are expected to learn in 

the module.  

 
What I Know  

 

This part includes an activity that aims to 

check what you already know about the 
lesson to take. If you get all the answers 

correct (100%), you may decide to skip this 
module.  

 
What’s In 

 

This is a brief drill or review to help you link 
the current lesson with the previous one. 

 
What’s New 

 

In this portion, the new lesson will be 
introduced to you in various ways such as a 

story, a song, a poem, a problem opener, an 
activity or a situation. 

 
What is It 

 

This section provides a brief discussion of 

the lesson. This aims to help you discover 
and understand new concepts and skills. 

 
What’s More 

 

This comprises activities for independent 
practice to solidify your understanding and 

skills of the topic. You may check the 
answers to the exercises using the Answer 

Key at the end of the module. 

 
What I Have Learned 

 

This includes questions or blank 

sentence/paragraph to be filled in to process 

what you learned from the lesson. 
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What I Can Do 

 

This section provides an activity which will 

help you transfer your new knowledge or 
skill into real life situations or concerns. 

 
Assessment 

 

This is a task which aims to evaluate your 
level of mastery in achieving the learning 

competency.  

 
Additional Activities 

 

In this portion, another activity will be given 

to you to enrich your knowledge or skill of 
the lesson learned. This also tends retention 

of learned concepts. 

 
Answer Key 

 

This contains answers to all activities in the 
module. 

 

At the end of this module you will also find: 

 

The following are some reminders in using this module: 

1. Use the module with care. Do not put unnecessary mark/s on any part of 

the module. Use a separate sheet of paper in answering the exercises. 

2. Don’t forget to answer What I Know before moving on to the other activities 

included in the module. 

3. Read the instruction carefully before doing each task. 

4. Observe honesty and integrity in doing the tasks and checking your 

answers.  

5. Finish the task at hand before proceeding to the next. 

6. Return this module to your teacher/facilitator once you are through with it. 

If you encounter any difficulty in answering the tasks in this module, do not 

hesitate to consult your teacher or facilitator. Always bear in mind that you are 

not alone. 

We hope that through this material, you will experience meaningful learning 

and gain deep understanding of the relevant competencies. You can do it!

References This is a list of all sources used in 

developing this module. 
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What I Need to Know    

  

Observe what is happening in our world today. What’s the biggest challenge 

facing the world today? The world has never been extravagant today, it is 

now faded, due to the natural and human activities. By these, humans 

suffered new and emerging issues which is a challenge that could be the 

possible responses. 

This module is divided into three lessons ang these are the following: 

Lesson   1:   New and Emerging contemporary issues in societies 

Lesson 2: Approaches and Responses to emerging challenges in 

contemporary societies 

Lesson   3:   Develop advocacy to adapt changes in contemporary 

societies 

In this module, you are expected to: 

1. Discuss new and emerging contemporary issues in societies 

2. Identify approaches and responses to emerging challenges in the 

society 

3. Create advocacy to adapt changes in contemporary societies. 
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What I Know 
 

 

Let’s check about your knowledge. 

 

Instruction: Read carefully the following sentences below. Select the correct 

answer from the box and write it on the space provided before the number. 

 

__________1. An increase in the number of people that reside in a country,  

state or city. 

__________2.  It is the permanent removal of trees to make room for  

something. 

__________3. The movement of people from one place to another. 

__________4. When an infectious disease spreads quickly to more people  

than experts would expect. 

__________5. Refers to technologies that provide access to information  

through telecommunications.  

__________6. The encompassing abroad range of changes happening to our  

                    planet. 

__________7. A person from the Philippines who is living and working in  

another  country, typically on a temporary basis. 

__________8.  The introduction of harmful materials into environment. 

__________9.  A disease outbreak that spreads across countries or  

continents. 

__________10. The phenomenon of increasing average air temperatures near  

the surface of Earth over the past one to two centuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Climate Change 

b. Migration 

c. Pandemic 

d. Epidemic 

e. Global Warming 

f. Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) 

g. Deforestation 

h. Pollution 

i. Population Growth 

j. ICT 

k. Scarcity 
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Lesson 

1 
New and Emerging 

contemporary issues in 
 societies

 

Today, humanity is facing many problems. The increasing complexity 

of the world, even though it gets smaller because of globalization and 

technology, challenges humans to be more responsive and attuned to the 

environment and the people around. 

 

What’s In? 

 
1. What are the main issues in our society nowadays? 

2. What are the effects of these issues to the life of every individual? 

 

What’s New? 
 

 

What is contemporary issue? 

 

Any modern-day trend, event, idea, or topic around a current subject 

that is relevant to people can be defined as a contemporary issue. From 

climate change to technology, social issues to health, contemporary issues 

abound in almost every area of our current lives.  

Contemporary issues help shape the fabric of our society. Some 

contemporary issues are useful and unifying for society like electronic 

banking while others can be divisive such as politics, climate issues, and 

more. The more advanced a person is in the culture of our times is usually 

more aware of contemporary issues than one who is remote and 

disconnected from society. Here's a look at some of the key contemporary 

issues today. 

The dynamics of global interactions among nations and regions 

present issues that affect all humanity. These dynamics include: competing 

beliefs and goals; methods of engagement; and conflict and cooperation. 
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Contemporary issues have political, economic, social, historic and 

geographic components. 

ACTIVITY #1 

Photo Analysis. Analyze and explain the picture below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions: 

1. What is the picture all about? 

2. Do these pictures happen nowadays? What are the reasons why it 

occurs? 

3. Do you think these issues can be resolved? How? 

ACTIVITY #2 

Instruction. Write the causes and effects of the given issues. 

ISSUES CAUSES EFFECTS 

1. Climate Change 1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

2. Pandemic (Health 
Diseases) 

1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

3. Migration 1. 

2 

1. 

2. 

4. Pollution 1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

5. ICT Revolution 1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 
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Lesson 

2 

Approaches and Responses to 
emerging challenges in 

 contemporary societies

 

What is it?  

The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an 

infectious disease caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 

2 (SARS-CoV-2), a new strain of virus first detected in Wuhan, China in 

2019. It is known to target a person’s respiratory system in which infected 

patients may exhibit symptoms such as fever, cough, shortness of breath, 

and in some cases, muscle pain and sore throat. Some patients may also be 

asymptomatic. 

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) has 

characterized COVID-19 as a pandemic due to the exponential increase of 

the number of cases in more than 100 countries. In the Philippines, 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte placed the entire country under a State of 

Calamity amid the threats posed by COVID-19 On March 16, 2020. As of 

June 12, 2020, the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID19) had been 

confirmed in around 210 countries which had infected 7,598,803 people 

worldwide, and the number of deaths had totalled 423,868. The most 

severely affected countries include the United States, Spain and United 

Kingdom.   

Aside from the currently experienced pandemic, global warming and 

climate change are starting to alter our life here on Earth. The increase in 

the global temperature has resulted to incidences of forest fires and grass 

fires in the mountains such as the Amazon forest fires and Australian 

bushfires. These are only some of the challenges we currently face because 

of global warming and climate change. If global warming and climate change 

will not be controlled, we will experience stronger typhoons that can result 

to more damages, we will experience more heat-related illnesses, there might 

be higher death rates because of the increase in the heat index, and many 

other effects. 
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What’s more? 

 

According to Melbo (1935), contemporary issues and concerns should 

be studied directly. He added that students must gain information and 

acquire the attitudes which are prerequisite to intelligent and successful 

social action in the consideration and attempted solution of current issues. 

Indeed, every government plays a vital role in responding to the 

physical, social and cultural challenges. However, every one of us has a role 

and responsibilities to portray in order to make our world a better place to 

live in. As what Helen Keller has said, alone we can do little; together we can 

do so much. 

 

 

ACTIVITY #3  

Instruction: Write inside the circle your approaches and responses that can 

help in dealing these emerging issues. 

 

 

           COVID-19    Climate Change 
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Lesson 

3 

Develop advocacy to adapt 
changes in contemporary 

 societies

What I have learned?  

 Today, more than ever before, technology plays an important role in 

society. It is changing and will continue to change every aspect of how we 

live. It is changing the way we communicate, the way we do business, how 

we learn and teach, and even it’s changing the way our brains work. 

What is the Impact of Technology on Our Society? 

How has technology affected society? How has it influenced living? 

Well, while technology has made life easy, it has also made us lazy. Let us 

look at the positive and negative impact of technology on society. 

When we speak of the impact of technology on society, we always talk 

about the positive effects of technology and about how technology has made 

life easy. We talk about the Internet as an information resource and a 

communication platform and conveniently ignore the fact that an 

overexposure to it leads to Internet addiction. We often discuss how 

technology has made life easy but easily forget that it has made us overly 

dependent on it. 

Overexposure to the Internet has taken its toll. In this virtual world, 

you can be who you are not, you can be virtually living even after you die. 

Isn't this weird? Children are spending all their time playing online and less 

or almost no time playing on the ground. Youngsters are spending most of 

their time social networking, missing on the joys of real social life. 

The impact of technology on society is deep. It is both positive and 

negative. Technology has largely influenced every aspect of living. It has 

made life easy, but so easy that it may lose its charm some day. One can 

cherish an accomplishment only if it comes after effort. But everything has 

become so easily available due to technology that it has lost its value. There 

is a certain kind of enjoyment in achieving things after striving for them. But 



 

8 
 

with everything only a few clicks away, there is no striving, there's only 

striking. With the developments in technology, we may be able to enjoy all 

the pricey luxuries in life but at the cost of losing its priceless joys. 

 

What I can do?  

ACTIVITY #4 

Instruction: Develop your own advocacy to adapt changes in contemporary 

societies. Write and explain the work plan below. 

Title of your 

program/ 
advocacy 

Objective/s Actions/Activities Time 

Frame 

Person/s 

involve 

Resources 

and 
Budget 

      

 

 

Assessment 

Instruction: Write a descriptive essay that discusses how today’s human 

societies respond to social, cultural, and political changes in functional and 

dysfunctional ways. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________. 
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Additional Activities  

 

To learn more and to be observant of contemporary issues being 

discussed and happening in our society and country, students can focus on 

different television stations (free TV channels and cable channels). Also 

available on radio stations. 

The teacher will remind students to be critical of what they read, 

watch, and listen to information from various media sources.
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Answer Keys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What I Know 

 

1. I 

2. G 

3. B 

4. D 

5. J 

6. A  

7. F 

8. H 

9. C 

10. E 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

This Self-Learning Module (SLM) was developed by DepEd 

SOCCSKSARGEN with the primary objective of preparing for and addressing 

the new normal. Contents of this module were based on DepEd’s Most 

Essential Learning Competencies (MELC). This is a supplementary material 

to be used by all learners of SOCCSKSARGEN Region in all public schools 

beginning SY 2020-2021. The process of LR development was observed in 

the production of this module. This is Version 1.0. We highly encourage 

feedback, comments, and recommendations. 

 

For inquiries or feedback, please write or call: 

Department of Education – SOCCSKSARGEN 

Learning Resource Management System (LRMS) 

 

Regional Center, Brgy. Carpenter Hill, City of Koronadal 

Telefax No.: (083) 228 8825 / (083) 228 1893 

Email Address: region12@deped.gov.ph 
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