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Social Stratification 

 

 



 

i 
 

Introductory Message 

For the facilitator: 

Welcome to the Understanding, Culture, Society and Politics Self-Learning 

Module (SLM) on Social Stratification 

 

This module was collaboratively designed, developed and reviewed by educators 

both from public and private institutions to assist you, the teacher or facilitator in 

helping the learners meet the standards set by the K to 12 Curriculum while 

overcoming their personal, social, and economic constraints in schooling.  

This learning resource hopes to engage the learners into guided and independent 

learning activities at their own pace and time. Furthermore, this also aims to help 

learners acquire the needed 21st century skills while taking into consideration 

their needs and circumstances. 

In addition to the material in the main text, you will also see this box in the body of 

the module: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a facilitator you are expected to orient the learners on how to use this module. 

You also need to keep track of the learners' progress while allowing them to 

manage their own learning. Furthermore, you are expected to encourage and assist 

the learners as they do the tasks included in the module.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to the Teacher 

This contains helpful tips or strategies 

that will help you in guiding the learners. 
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For the learner: 

Welcome to the Understanding Culture, Society and Politics Self-Learning Module 

(SLM) on Social Stratification 

The hand is one of the most symbolized part of the human body. It is often used to 

depict skill, action and purpose. Through our hands we may learn, create and 

accomplish. Hence, the hand in this learning resource signifies that you as a 

learner is capable and empowered to successfully achieve the relevant 

competencies and skills at your own pace and time. Your academic success lies in 

your own hands! 

This module was designed to provide you with fun and meaningful opportunities 

for guided and independent learning at your own pace and time. You will be 

enabled to process the contents of the learning resource while being an active 

learner. 

This module has the following parts and corresponding icons: 

 
What I Need to Know  

 

This will give you an idea of the skills or 

competencies you are expected to learn in 

the module.  

 
What I Know  

 

This part includes an activity that aims to 

check what you already know about the 

lesson to take. If you get all the answers 

correct (100%), you may decide to skip this 

module.  

 
What’s In 

 

This is a brief drill or review to help you link 

the current lesson with the previous one. 

 
What’s New 

 

In this portion, the new lesson will be 

introduced to you in various ways such as a 

story, a song, a poem, a problem opener, an 

activity or a situation. 

 
What is It 

 

This section provides a brief discussion of 

the lesson. This aims to help you discover 

and understand new concepts and skills. 

 
What’s More 

 

This comprises activities for independent 

practice to solidify your understanding and 

skills of the topic. You may check the 

answers to the exercises using the Answer 

Key at the end of the module. 

 
What I Have Learned 

 

This includes questions or blank 

sentence/paragraph to be filled in to process 

what you learned from the lesson. 

 
What I Can Do 

 

This section provides an activity which will 

help you transfer your new knowledge or 
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skill into real life situations or concerns. 

 
Assessment 

 

This is a task which aims to evaluate your 

level of mastery in achieving the learning 

competency.  

 
Additional Activities 

 

In this portion, another activity will be given 

to you to enrich your knowledge or skill of 

the lesson learned. This also tends retention 

of learned concepts. 

 
Answer Key 

 

This contains answers to all activities in the 

module. 

 

At the end of this module you will also find: 

 

The following are some reminders in using this module: 

1. Use the module with care. Do not put unnecessary mark/s on any part of 

the module. Use a separate sheet of paper in answering the exercises. 

2. Don‟t forget to answer What I Know before moving on to the other activities 

included in the module. 

3. Read the instruction carefully before doing each task. 

4. Observe honesty and integrity in doing the tasks and checking your 

answers.  

5. Finish the task at hand before proceeding to the next. 

6. Return this module to your teacher/facilitator once you are through with it. 

If you encounter any difficulty in answering the tasks in this module, do not 

hesitate to consult your teacher or facilitator. Always bear in mind that you are 

not alone. 

We hope that through this material, you will experience meaningful learning 

and gain deep understanding of the relevant competencies. You can do it!

References This is a list of all sources used in 

developing this module. 
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What I Need to Know 

 

How are you today? Welcome to this another new approach of learning. In 

the last module we examined the Function and Importance of Education in the 

Society. 

In this module we will examine the concept of Social Stratification, its 

characteristics and its types. We will also examine the Social Stratification in the 

Philippines. 

 

Every society stratifies its members. Some societies have greater inequality than 

others, but the existence of social stratification is universal. Social stratification is 

one of the most significant topics we shall discuss for it affects our life chances; 

from our access to material possessions to the age to which we die. Social 

stratification also affects our orientations to life. 

The module is divided into three lessons, namely: 

Lesson 1- Social Stratification: Its Definition, Nature and Characteristics 

System 

Lesson 2 – Types of Social Stratification Systems 

Lesson 3 – Social Stratification in the Philippines 

After going through this module, you are expected to: 

1. Define Social Stratification 

2. Identify its nature, type and characteristics 

3. Examine social stratification in the Philippines 

 

What I Know 

 

Let‟s check your knowledge and understanding on the key concepts Social 
Stratification. Let‟s start. 

 

DIRECTION: Write the letter of the correct answer right before the number. 

____ 1. It is a hierarchy of positions with regard to economic production which 

influences the social rewards to those in the positions.  

a. Social mobility 

b. Social stratification 

c. Social Inequality 

d. Stratification 
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____ 2. A system in which people are divided into layers according to their relative 

power, property and prestige. 

a. Social mobility 

b. Social stratification 

c. Social Inequality 

d. Social Desirables 

____ 3. This refers to a movement of individuals, families or other categories of 

people within or between layers or tiers in an open system of social stratification. 

a. Social mobility 

b. Social stratification 

c. Social Inequality 

d. Social Desirables 

____ 4. Which of the following refers to the over-all numbers of people who end up 

in a different layer of stratification from that of their parents. 

a. Social mobility 

b. Absolute social mobility 

c. Relative social mobility 

d. Social desirables 

___ 5.  It is the differences in probability in attaining a certain outcome, regardless 

of an over-all structural changes. 

a. Social mobility 

b. Absolute social mobility 

c. Relative social mobility 

d. Social desirables 

___ 6. How do you call of a movement of people from one stratum to another or 

from one status to another. 

a. vertical mobility 

b. horizontal mobility 

c. upward mobility 

d. downward mobility 

 

___ 7. It refers to the movement of people from one social group to another situated  

on the same level. 

a. vertical mobility 

b. horizontal mobility 

c. upward mobility 

d. downward mobility 
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___ 8. Which of the following refers to the changes in status occur from one 

generation to another. 

a. upward mobility 

b. downward mobility 

c. inter-generational mobility 

d. intra-generational mobility  

 

___ 9. The changes in status occur within one generation.  

a. upward mobility 

b. downward mobility 

c. inter-generational mobility 

d. intra-generational mobility  

 

___ 10. It is social standing or position that a member occupies in the social 

structure. 

a. Social  status 

b. Social class 

c. Social role 

d. Social Inequality 

Lesson 

1 
SOCIAL SRATIFICATION:  
Its Definition, Nature & 

Characteristics 
 

Human differences exist among members of the society on the bases of age, 

sex or gender; intelligence and physical characteristics, such as body-build and 

appearance, race or ethnic group, birth or family name, education and power and 

prestige. These differences have resulted in social inequalities and opportunities in 

the acquisition and allocation of material and abstract rewards in the society. Such 

inequalities have been carried on from generation to generation and shall persist in 

the society unless human interventions are made to eliminate or somehow reduce 

them to affect a more or less equal distribution of wealth, power or prestige. 

All known societies evolved varied stems of classifying, categorizing or 

ranking people into different social classes or strata reflecting dimensions of 

abundance or deprivation, possession of power or powerlessness, prestige or lack of 

it, domination or inferiority, the “have” and the “have-nots” of society. 
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What’s In 

 
1. What is the Meaning and Nature of Social Stratification? 

2. What are the Social Desirables as bases for Social Stratification 

3. What are the characteristics of Social Stratification 
 

 

What’s New 

 
Activity 1- TOSS THE COIN  

 
Instructions: The learner will find a partner in 2 or 3 members of the family.  Off 

in a fast-moving game of calling “heads” or “tails”. The winner of the toss keeps 
both coins, then the learner pairs off again. Once the learner loses all his/her 

coins, he/she is bankrupt and can no longer play. As soon as someone 
accumulates 10 coins, the game ends. 

 
Guide Questions  

1.  Explain the essence of the activity in relation to social stratification? 

2. What represents the winners of the toss coin? What represents the losers? 
3. How does social stratification occur in a society? 

 
What is Social Stratification? 

Stratification is a hierarchy of positions with regard to economic production 

which influences the social rewards to those in the positions. The higher one‟s 

social class, the higher their levels of political participation and political influence. 

Every society stratifies its members. Some societies have greater inequality than 

others, but the existence of social stratification is universal. Social stratification is 

one of the most significant topics we shall discuss for it affects our life chances; 

from our access to material possessions to the age to which we die. Social 

stratification also affects our orientations to life. 

In all societies, people differ from each other on the basis of their age, sex 

and personal characteristics. Human society is not homogeneous but 

heterogeneous. Apart from the natural differences, human beings are also 

differentiated according to socially approved criteria. So socially differentiated 

according to socially approved criteria.  So socially differentiated men are treated as 

socially unequal from the point of view of enjoyment of social rewards like status, 

power, income etc. That may be called social inequality. The term social inequality 

simply refers to the existence of socially created inequalities. 
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The Meaning and Nature of Social Stratification 

a. The ranking of people is the essence of stratification: the division of a 

society into larger categories or strata of people who have unequal amounts 
of scarce but desirable resources or rewards. (Light, 1985) 

 

b. Panopio (1989) defines social stratification as the hierarchical arrangement 

and establishment of social categories that may evolve into social groups 
together with statuses and their corresponding roles. The elements have 

varying ranks of superiority and inferiority. 

 
c. Melvin Tumin defines social stratification as “an arrangement of any 

social groups or society into a hierarchy of positions that are unequal with 
regard to power, property, social evaluation and psychic gratification”. 

 
d. Social Stratification is a sociological term for the hierarchical arrangement of 

social classes, castes, and strata within a society. (Psychology Wikipedia). 
 

Social Stratification is a particular form of social inequality. All societies arrange 

their members in terms of superiority, inferiority and equality. Stratification is a 

process of interaction or differentiation whereby some people come to rank higher 

than others.  

So, when individuals and groups are ranked according to some commonly 

accepted basis of valuation in hierarchy of status levels based upon the inequality 

of social positions, social stratification occurs. 

Social stratification means division of society into different strata or layers. It 

involves a hierarchy of social groups. Members of a particular layer have a common 

identity. They have similar life styles. 
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Lesson 

2 
SOCIAL STRATIFICATION IN 

THE PHILIPPINES 

 

 

What is It 

 

SOCIAL STRATIFICATION IN THE PHILIPPINES 

       Here in the Philippines, social stratification is very noticeable. Wherever you 

are and wherever you go, social stratification is present. Sometimes, you cannot 

notice it but when you look at a certain thing or situation deeply, you can see that. 

The influence of government officials is more noticeable in public today. 

Sometimes, in a simple traffic violation, they usually involved the We don‟t want to 

be inferior to others that‟s why we are looking on the other way to popular or 

known, to gain reputation and to be prioritized by others. We are always looking for 

advancement that we can get only when we are in the higher class in society. Even 

though most of the Filipino population today is in the middle class and only a few 

are in the highest class, we can feel the influence of those few who are in the 

highest class in our everyday living.  

       This is how great the social stratification is and in which even in the house of 

God or in the churches their influence is very noticeable. But even though this 

social stratification is present in our everyday living, don‟t forget that in the eye of 

God we are all equal and we are given equal prioritized by Him. But don‟t be 

stocked on what you are today. Exert an effort to have an improvement in life.name 

of their known politician to escape the punishment that they should face. In terms 

of wealth, they usually use the money to do them a favor and to prioritize them. In 

education, most of the time people don‟t look at the knowledge that the person has, 

they usually look at the school or university where the person came from. And in 

physical appearance, people having luminous skin, tall, and attractive are given 

more chances and advancement. These are some basics that what was said in the 

law that all citizens are equal was not true because, in a fundamental sense, people 

are not equal. And these are the reasons why we people deserve and looking for 

more improvement in life. We Filipinos are very conscious of the social class where 

we belong. 

 

 



 

7 
 

 

What’s More 

 

Activity 3: Make a list of comparative lingo, stereotypes, epithets or negative 

expletives to categorize people as “rich” or “poor” 

 

POOR RICH 

Example: galis Allergy or skin irritation 

1. May toyo  

2. Magnanakaw  

3. Kabit  

4. Usisera  

5. Maharot  

 

 

  

Lesson 

3 
Types of Social 

Stratification System 

 

 

 

What I Have Learned 

 

 

Social stratification is an inherent character of all societies. It is historical as we 

find it in all societies, ancient and modern; and it is universal as it exists in simple 

or complex societies. The social differentiation on the basis of high and low is the 

historical heritage of all societies. 

By stratification we mean that arrangement of any social group or society by which 

positions are hierarchically divided. The positions are unequal with regard to 

power, property, evaluation and psychic gratification. We add social, because 

positions consist of socially defined statuses. 

Stratification is a phenomenon present in all societies that have produced a 

surplus. Stratification is the process by which members of society rank themselves 

and one another in hierarchies with respect to the amount of desirable goods they 

possess. 
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The existence of stratification has led to the centuries old problem of social 

inequality. In societies that have closed stratification systems, such inequalities are 

institutionalised and rigid. An individual born into a particular economic and social 

stratum or caste, remains in this stratum until he dies. Most modern industrial 

societies have open or class stratification systems. In open stratification systems, 

social mobility is possible, although some members of the population do not have 

the opportunity to fulfill their potential. 

The term stratification refers to a process by which individuals and groups are 

ranked in a more or less enduring hierarchy of status. It refers to the division of a 

population into strata, one on the top of another, on the basis of certain 

characteristics like inborn qualities, material possessions and performance. 

According to Raymond W. Murray “Social stratification is a horizontal division of 

society into higher and lower social units. As Malvin M. Tumin says, Social 

stratification refers to arrangements of any social group or society into a hierarchy 

of positions that are unequal with regard to power, property, social evaluation, 

and/or social gratification. 

Lundberg writes, “A stratified society is one marked by inequality, by differences 

among people that are evaluated by them as being lower and higher”. As Gisbert 

says, “Social stratification is the division of society into permanent groups of 

categories linked with each other by the relationship of superiority and 

subordination. 

 

According to Bernard Barber, “Social stratification in its most general sense, is a 

sociological concept that refers to the fact that both individuals and groups of 

individuals are conceived of as constituting higher or lower differentiated strata or 

classes in terms of some specific or generalized characteristic or set of 

characteristics.” Sociologists have been able to establish several strata or layers 

which form a hierarchy of prestige or power in a society. Characteristics of 

Stratification: 

Melvin M. Tumin has mentioned the following characteristics of social 

stratification: 

It is Social: 

Stratification is social in the sense that it does not represent inequality which are 

biologically based. It is true that factors such as strength, intelligence, age, sex can 

often serve as the basis on which status are distinguished. But such differences by 

themselves are not sufficient to explain why some statuses receive more power, 

property and prestige than others. 

Biological traits do not determine social superiority and inferiority until they are 

socially recognized. For example, manager of an industry attains a dominant 

position not by physical strength, nor by his age, but by having socially defined 

traits. His education, training skills, experience, personality, character etc. are 

found to be more important than his biological qualities. 
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It is Ancient: 

The stratification system is very old. Stratification was present even in the small 

wandering bands. Age and sex wear the main criteria of stratification. Difference 

between the rich and poor, powerful and humble, freemen and slaves was there in 

almost all the ancient civilization. Ever since the time of Plato and Kautilya social 

philosopher have been deeply concerned with economic, social, political 

inequalities. 

It is Universal: 

Social stratification is universal. Difference between rich and poor, the „haves‟ or 

„have notes‟ is evident everywhere. Even in the non-literate societies stratification is 

very much present. 

It is in diverse Forms: 

Social stratification has never been uniform in all societies. The ancient Roman 

society was stratified into two strata: the Patricians and the Plebians .The Aryan 

society was divided into four Varnas: the Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and the 

Sudras, the ancient Greek society in to freemen and slaves, the ancient Chinese 

society into mandarins, merchants, Farmer and soldiers. Class and estate seem to 

be the general forms of stratification found in the modern world. 

It is Consequential: 

The stratification system has its own consequences. The most important, most 

desired and often the scarcest things in human life are distributed unequally 

because of stratification. The system leads to two kind of consequences: (i) Life 

chances and (ii) Life style. 

Life chances refer to such things as infant mortality, longevity, physical and mental 

illness, marital conflict, separation and divorce. Life styles include the mode of 

housing, residential area, education, means of recreation, relation between parent 

and children, modes of conveyance and so on. 

 

 

What I Can Do 

 

Activity 4- Draw me a Culture! 

 What is your idea about CULTURE and SOCIETY? Draw a picture or make a 

poster that demonstrate your culture. Be sure that you specify the different aspects 

of culture we discussed.  
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Rubric in Drawing/Poster Making 

Category Descriptions Points Score 

Content It shows the different aspects/changes of 
culture  

10  

Creativity Clear and precise message of the illustration 

with the concept of society and culture. 

10  

Over-All 

Presentation 

Clean, organize, attractive and vibrant 

appearance 

5  

 Total 25  

    

 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Test A. Direction: Write the word AGREE if the statement is correct; DISAGREE, 

if the statement is wrong, or UNCERTAIN, if you are not certain of the answer. 

_____ 1. Stratification is social. 

_____ 2. In all societies, people differ from each other on the basis   

               of their age, sex and personal characteristics. 

_____ 3. Human society is heterogeneous, not homogenous. 

_____ 4. “Losers” who are at the bottom of the social stratification  

               have little opportunity to improve their situation. 

_____ 5. Social stratification occurs in all levels of society. 
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Test B. Matching Type:  

Match the items in Column B with the items in Column A. Write the letter of 

your answer on the space before each number found in Column A. 

Column A Column B 

___ 1. Social Class 
     

a. Limited to one‟s social class 

___ 2. Power b. Provides all forms of social mobility 

___ 3. Prestige c. Esteem, Respect, or Approval 

___ 4.  Open Class System 

         

d. Value of everything owned by a person 

___ 5. Closed Class system 
    

e. A stratum or category of person 

 f. Includes property such as buildings, 

lands, houses & other material 

possessions 

  

Test C. Completion Type.  

Complete the statement to give meaning and sense of such by underlying the 

WORD enclosed inside the parenthesis. 

1. When an individual moves from lower status to higher status it is called ( 

rich, upward, higher) mobility. 

2. (Horizontal, Vertical, Eliptical) mobility is the  movement of people from one 

social group to another situated on the same level. 

3. When changes in status occur from one generation to another, this is called 

(future, intra-generational, intergenerational) mobility. 

4. Social inequality occurs when resources in a given society are distributed 

(equally, unevenly, equitably) through norms of allocation. 

5. Social inequality is shaped by a range of (geographical, territorial, structural) 

factors as geographical location or citizenship status. 

 

 
 

 

Additional Activities 

 

Make a comparative study of the lifestyle of a rich family and that of a poor 

family, showing the “culture of opulence” and the “culture of poverty”, respectively. 

Show the conspicuous consumption and glamorous lifestyle of the rich family and 

the life of need and deprivation of the poor family. Inquire also about the status of 

their predecessors. 
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LIFESTYLE OF A RICH FAMILY 
(Culture of Opulence) 

LIFESTYLE OF THE POOR 
(Culture of Poverty) 

Conspicuous 

Consumption 

Glamorous 

Lifestyle 

Life of Need Life of Deprivation 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

  



 

13 
 

 

Answer Key 

   

  

Assessment 

A.Identification 

1.Culture 

2.Cultural Areas 

3.Cultural Types 

4.Education 

5.Socialization 

B.True or False 

1.F          8. T 

2.F          9. F 

3.T         10. T 

4.T 

5.T 

6.F 

7.T 
 

What I Know 

1.B 
2.D 

3.A 
4.B 

5.C 

6.A 
7.D 

8.B 
9.A 

10.D 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

This Self-Learning Module (SLM) was developed by DepEd 

SOCCSKSARGEN with the primary objective of preparing for and addressing 

the new normal. Contents of this module were based on DepEd‟s Most 

Essential Learning Competencies (MELC). This is a supplementary material 

to be used by all learners of SOCCSKSARGEN Region in all public schools 

beginning SY 2020-2021. The process of LR development was observed in 

the production of this module. This is Version 1.0. We highly encourage 

feedback, comments, and recommendations. 

 

For inquiries or feedback, please write or call: 

Department of Education – SOCCSKSARGEN 

Learning Resource Management System (LRMS) 

 

Regional Center, Brgy. Carpenter Hill, City of Koronadal 

Telefax No.: (083) 228 8825 / (083) 228 1893 

Email Address: region12@deped.gov.ph 
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